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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article History: The doctrine of the Finality of Prophethood (Khatm al-Nubuwwah)
N occupies a central position in Pakistan’s constitutional and legal
Received: June 23, 2026 development and represents a significant area of consensus within the
Revised: July 17, 2026 | Muslim community. This study critically and analytically examines the
prevailing approaches adopted for safeguarding this doctrine and

Accepted: July 25, 2026 | evaluates the constitutional, legislative, and judicial measures

developed for its protection. Employing a historical, analytical, and
critical methodology, the study draws primarily upon constitutional
documents, statutory provisions, parliamentary proceedings, and
Judicial pronouncements. It traces the evolution of these measures
through the major developments of 1953, the Second Constitutional
Amendment of 1974, Ordinance XX of 1984, relevant provisions of the
Pakistan Penal Code, and subsequent judicial interpretations by the
Federal Shariat Court and Supreme Court of Pakistan. The study
further evaluates these developments in the light of Islamic legal
principles, particularly Sadd al-Dhara’i* and Maqgasid al-Shari ‘ah,
while considering contemporary legal and human-rights challenges.

The study finds that Pakistan’s framework for protecting the doctrine
has evolved through an integrated process involving public
commitment, scholarly discourse, parliamentary deliberation,
constitutional  enactment, and judicial interpretation. While
acknowledging practical concerns, including misuse of legal
provisions, false allegations, and delays in judicial proceedings, the
study argues that such shortcomings require improvements in
enforcement rather than repeal of the relevant legal framework. It
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recommends stricter evidentiary standards, safeguards against false
accusations, greater transparency and fairness in implementation,
stronger academic research, and more effective articulation of the

constitutional and juristic rationale of these measures at the
international level. The study concludes that Pakistan’s experience
provides a significant case study of the interaction between Islamic
doctrine, constitutional law, legislation, and public governance.
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A Critical and Analytical Study of the Prevailing Approaches to the Protection of the Doctrine of the Finality
of Prophethood in Pakistan: A Constitutional and Legislative Perspective
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